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CHAPTER X.
WaR.

CAUSES OF WAR.—Want of enquiry: Indifference to human
misery : National irritability : Interest: Secret motives of
Cabinets : Ideas of glory—Foundation of military glory.

CONSEQUENCES OF WAR.—Destruction of human life: Taxa-
tion : Moral depravity Familiarity with plunder : Ilmplicit
submission to superiors : Resignation of moral agency : Bond-
age and degradation—Loan of armies—Effects on the com-
munity.

LAwFULNESs OF WAR.—Influence of habit—Of appealing to
antiquity—The Christian Scriptures—Subjects of Christ’s
benediction—Matt. xxvi. 52.—The Apostles and Evangelists
—The Centurion—Cornelius—Silence not a proof of approba-
tion—Luke xxii. 36.—John the Baptist—Negative evidence—
Prophecies of the old Testament—The requisitions of Chris-
tianity of present obligation—Primitive Christians—Example
and testimony of early Christians—Christian soldiers—Wars
of the Jews—Duties of individuals and nations—Offensive and .
defensive war—Wars always aggressive—Paley—War wholly
forbidden.

OF THE, PROBABLE PRACTICAL EFFECTS OF ADHERING TO THE
MoRAL LAW IN RESPECT TO WAR.—Quakers in America and
Ireland—Colonization of Pennsylvania—Unconditional reli-
ance on Providence—Recapitulation—General Observations.

IT is one amongst the numerous moral phenomena
of the present times, that the enquiry is silently yet
not slowly spreading in the world—/Z/s war compatible
with the Christian religion ? There was a period when
the question was seldom asked, and when war was re-
garded almost by every man both as inevitable and
right. That period has certainly passed away ; and
not only individuals but public societies, and societies
in distant nations, are urging the question upon the
attention of mankind. The simple circumstance that
it is thus urged contains no irrational motive to inves-
tigation : for why should men ask the question if they



